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States. And he says, Mr. Speaker,
we’ve come here to cash a check, a
check that should give us upon demand
the riches of security and of freedom
and justice. But America, Dr. King
says, has issued us a bounced check. It
keeps coming back marked ‘‘insuffi-
cient funds.” But I refuse to believe
that there are no funds in the great
vault of opportunity of this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I am 46 years old, and
I've had the privilege of serving in this
Congress for nearly 16 years. I remem-
ber on September 10, 2001 when we
stood here on the floor of this Con-
gress, my dear colleagues, and this
Congress declared that it was broke,
that it couldn’t find money for any-
thing. We took a vote on September 10,
2001, to defund education programs for
the most vulnerable children in our Na-
tion.
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Every Member of Congress, mostly
from conservatives, and many conserv-
ative Democrats, came and made the
argument that we could no longer af-
ford to provide high-quality education
for your children, that we could no
longer afford to provide health care for
all of the American people, that we
could no longer afford it. And just 24
hours later, the tragedy, the great
tragedy of the 20th century, terrorists
attacked the World Trade Center and
flew a plane into the ground in Penn-
sylvania and landed a plane on our Na-
tion’s defense system at the Pentagon.
Just 24 hours later, the Congress of the
United States that did not have the
money to provide for education for our
children, the Congress of the United
States that did not have the money to
provide health care for all of the Amer-
ican people, suddenly it found an un-
limited amount of money to chase
down Saddam Hussein. And we are
spending an unlimited amount of
money, just 24 hours later, to find
Osama bin Laden in a cave in Afghani-
stan. Ten years later, we haven’t found
him yet. Yet we continue to spend bil-
lions and billions and billions of dol-
lars.

So on one day the government is
broke. Twenty-four hours later, Dr.
King says the Nation has issued us a
promissory note, and it keeps coming
back marked ‘‘insufficient funds’ for
priorities that matter to the American
people.

Our government, Mr. Speaker, needs
the flexibility to respond in times of
economic downturn or in war in a way
that businesses, that families, and that
States never have to consider.

I have been in the House long enough
to know now that when my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle came into
the majority with large deficits and
debt, I knew their first response would
be to cut social spending, to weaken
government regulation and underfund
protection of workers’ rights and civil
rights and environmental protections.
You name it.

I wish I could say I didn’t see this
coming, but conservative politicians
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want to get government off the backs
of finance, off the backs of finance and
industry. They are willing and ready to
use the current economic situation to
do it, and they intend to place the bur-
den on the backs of the middle class, of
seniors, of children, of veterans and the
poor.

The Republican budget that we voted
on today does just that. The balanced
budget amendment aims to make it a
permanent fixture.

Mr. Speaker, I know we can do bet-
ter. We cannot balance the budget on
the backs of middle class Americans.
We need to achieve the America of ev-
eryone’s dreams. The burden of that
dream must rest squarely on the shoul-
ders of every American that can carry
it.

I find it offensive that some of the
most profitable corporations in this
country pay no taxes and some even
get a refund. I find it offensive that the
richest 400 people in this country who
have more wealth than half of all
Americans combined have an effective
tax rate of only 16.6 percent.

In the words of William Jennings
Bryan: “When I find a man who is not
willing to bear his share of the burdens
of the government which protects him,
I find a man who is unworthy to enjoy
the blessings of a government like
ours.”

With those wise words, Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

———

REAPPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 2 of the Civil Rights
Commission Amendments Act of 1994
(42 U.S.C. 1975 note), the order of the
House of January 5, 2011, and upon the
recommendation of the minority lead-
er, the Chair announces the Speaker’s
reappointment of the following mem-
ber on the part of the House to the
Commission on Civil Rights for a term
expiring December 15, 2016:

Mr. Michael Yaki, San Francisco,
California.

The Chair announces that the term
of appointment of Mr. Todd Gaziano to
the Commission on Civil Rights expires
on December 15, 2013.

————

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 216. An act to increase criminal pen-
alties for certain knowing and intentional
violations relating to food that is mis-
branded or adulterated; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce; in addition to the
Committee on the Judiciary for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
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of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 1308. An act to amend the Ronald
Reagan Centennial Commission Act to ex-
tend the termination date for the Commis-
sion, and for other purposes.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. RUNYON. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Concurrent Resolution 43,
112th Congress, I move that the House
do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 26 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until Mon-
day, May 2, 2011, at 2 p.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1285. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — U.S. Honey Pro-
ducer Research, Promotion, and Consumer
Information Order; Termination of Ref-
erendum Procedures [Document Number:
AMS-FV-07-0091; FV-07-706-FR] (RIN: 0581-
ACT8) received March 23, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

1286. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — National Organic
Program; Amendment to the National List
of Allowed and Prohibited Substances (Live-
stock) [Document Number: AMS-NOP-10-
0051; NOP-10-04FR] (RIN: 0581-AD04) received

March 23, 2011, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

1287. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Walnuts Grown in
California; Decreased Assessment Rate [Doc.
No.: AMS-FV-10-0060; FV10-984-1FIR] re-
ceived March 23, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

1288. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Mar-
keting Order Regulating the Handling of
Spearmint Oil Produced in the Far West; Re-
vision of the Salable Quantity and Allotment
Percentage for Class 3 (Native) Spearmint
0Oil for the 2010-2011 Marketing Year [Docket
Nos.: AMS-FV-09-0082; FV10-985-1A IR] re-
ceived March 23, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

1289. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Country of Origin
Labeling of Packed Honey [Document No.:
AMS-FV-08-0075] (RIN: 0581-AC89) received

March 23, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

1290. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Blueberry Pro-
motion, Research, and Information Order;
Section 610 Review [Document Number:
AMS-FV-10-0006] received March 23, 2011, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

1291. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Avocados Grown
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